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Showcasing a New Era of 
Intelligent Connectivity

MWC Barcelona is the premier event of the mobile industry. 
This year it attracted over 109,000 visitors from 198 countries, 
with more than 2,400 companies showcasing their latest 
technologies, products and services. 

Historically focused on mobile devices, the widening definition 
of what’s considered “mobile” has resulted in MWC becoming a 
melting pot of solutions on display.  

This year’s theme, “Intelligent Connectivity”, captured this 
diversity by showcasing innovations across AI, machine vision, 
extended reality, consumer electronics, and the next generation 
of connectivity that’s bound to supercharge everything: 5G. 

Enjoy!
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Our 5 Key Trend Observations

5G Hypothesis Hidden Intelligence Industry Moving Fast

Mobility is a Service Form Factor Revival
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5G is almost here, if you are to believe the industry players 
across network, equipment, device and solution providers -  
though the tangible value of 5G solutions is still unproven, 
partly because the technology has yet to be fully deployed. 

The common thread this year was how industry players are 
forming partner ecosystems to imagine and showcase how 
5G integrated solutions can be applied to create value. 

5G Hypothesis
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5G HYPOTHESIS
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Orange, Cisco and Samsung were eager to 
showcase the high-speed, low-latency potential 
of 5G with live demonstations of a 5G network 
solution setup between Barcelona and Valencia.  

The demo enabled visitors to control an 
autonomous car, a drone with a 360-degree 
camera, and a robotic arm via a 5G tablet.

Ericsson are taking a step closer to 5G by 
testing their high-speed LTE (4G+) network 
infrastructure in order to better understand 
industry requirements for 5G networks.  

Their solution is designed for open-road 
autonomous transport services, and in 
collaboration with Transdev trials will take 
place in France to enable the operation of 
autonomous vehicles from Renault and Lohr.

One of Microsoft’s approaches to gaining a 
clearer understanding of 5G potential is open 
sourcing their technologies to 3rd party 
developers.  

Microsoft Azure Kinect DK is a developer kit 
that enables open exploration of use 
applications for the company’s advanced 
computer vision and speech technologies.
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Advances in computer vision technology has enabled wider 
adoption in domains such as security, surveillance and retail. 

The primary use cases we’re seeing are crowd control, 
authentication, industrial safety, behavior-tracking and search 
and rescue missions.  

When powered by 5G-enabled cloud AI, these solutions 
provide unprecedented potential for enhancing what are 
otherwise labor-intensive, error-prone tasks.

Hidden Intelligence
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HIDDEN INTELLIGENCE
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ID-R&D is combining voice recognition with 
biometric technology to offer an authentication 
solution called SafeChat, specifically designed 
for chatbots, virtual assistants, and messengers 
in mobile and web applications. 

Combining all available biometric modalities and 
applying Convolutional Neural Networks, the 
solution can confirm a user’s identity with an 
astounding 0.1% equal error rate.

ORBL’s retail intelligence services apply 
biometric technology to track human behavior 
and their relative emotional state in relation to in-
store content, such as a product or a brand.  

This type of intelligence can help retailers and 
brand owners be smarter in how they offer their 
customers more contextualized and 
personalized experiences.

Intel see clear benefits in heavy industry 
applications where computer vision is being 
used to monitor workforce operations and 
ensure safety protection in hazardous industrial 
environments.  

In collaboration with ABB and HPE they 
showcased a Virtual Safety Zone, where 
computer vision mitigates the need for timely 
and costly installation of physical sensors.
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Industrial domains are adopting technology innovation at 
a rapid pace, despite deployment challenges due to the 
enormous investments needed and logistical barriers. 

Some of the primary technologies being implemented in 
use cases with clear value are extended reality (AR / MR / 
VR), computer vision, AI, various sensors and, naturally, 
the binding force - connectivity solutions and platforms. 

Overall, industrial facilities and supply chains are realizing 
tremendous operational, productivity and safety benefits 
through the application of new technologies. 

Industry Moving Fast
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INDUSTRY MOVING FAST
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Quark VR & Innoactive are using VR to remotely 
train machine operators. This radically reduces 
the cost of training people in real world 
environments, and removes the risk of error.  

The benefits of 5G in this case are that it enables 
the remote VR environments to more realistically 
simulate the behavior of an automation line in 
real time. 

Microsoft’s Holo Lens 2, in partnership with 
Trimble, offers a mixed reality hard hat 
designed for service technicians using heavy 
industry remote maintenance applications.  

The solution has the potential to radically 
reduce the time it takes for service technicians 
to perform tasks, and reduce the amount 
errors made.

In collaboration with South Korea’s major 
network service provider, KT Corp, Hyundai 
Heavy Industries shared its vision for the world's 
first 5G-based shipyard. 

Computer vision technology allows for automatic 
inspections and analysis based on images, 
increasing productivity in labor-intensive work.
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The presence of automakers and other key auto industry 
players at MWC has increased dramatically in recent years.  

They realize that the future of their industry is inherently 
mobile in two crucial ways: the car is becoming a smartphone 
on wheels, and our transportation needs will increasingly be 
consumed as services with our smartphone at the center of 
the mobility universe. 

An emerging trend that was on display this year was the role 
of partnerships, both within the auto industry itself and 
between automakers and technology providers.

Mobility is a Service
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MOBILITY IS A SERVICE
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Volkswagen also shared its suite of mobility 
service application called VW We.  

The suite includes services such as We Share, a 
peer-to-peer car sharing service for VW owners, 
We Experience which provides tailored tips and 
recommendations, and We Deliver, a service that 
enables you to have packages delivered directly 
to your car.  

Seat announced the launch of Mobility Advisor, 
which uses IBM’s Watson to develop a service 
that learns a user's travel preferences and 
makes personalized recommendations for how 
best to complete a journey.  

It reviews data related to weather, traffic, local 
events, a users’ calendars and the user’s 
historical mobility data in order to recommend 
the best multi-modal transport options. 

Network service providers were also keen to 
show presence in this space, with Orange and 
Continental collaborating to extend Djingo (their 
virtual assistant offering) from the smart home to 
the smart car.  

Orange and Continental are now working on a 
range of mobility and predictive maintenance 
services.
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Smartphone OEMs continue to launch the usual 
performance upgrades and other incremental hardware 
enhancements. The OS and overall software experience 
is also improving, though with little room to differentiate. 
So in order to find new angles of innovation, they are 
returning to their roots: the form factor. 

The form factor innovation we’re seeing is three-fold: 
rethinking the number and layout of screens, putting 
smartphone functionality into non-smartphone forms, 
and simplifying the form factor to emphasize the most 
essential functions. 

Form Factor Revival
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FORM FACTOR REVIVAL
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The Nubia Alpha has gone a step further by 
developing a phone that wraps around your 
wrist.   

The watch-like form factor houses a fully 
flexible OLED 192x960 display that delivers an 
innovative screen layout that follows the 
contours of your wrist. 

Samsung probably takes the prize for the most 
hyped product, with its foldable display 
smartphone, the Galaxy Fold. 

Other brands such as Huawei, LG, Motorola and 
Xiaomi have either announced or teased similar 
phones. Some argue that these phones are 
coming out too soon - and that while the 
engineering feat is undeniably impressive, the 
meaningful use cases have yet to be nailed.

The minimalist consumer trend is perhaps 
best exemplified with the Punkt MP02 
cellphone.  

All it does is allow calls and texting (SMS), but 
it does so in a refined and sleek package with 
secure encryption and the ability to function 
as a 4G LTE personal hotspot.  
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Cool gadgets we  
couldn’t ignore!
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OOREDOO TAXI DRONE 
The world’s first 5G-enabled aerial taxi takes flight, highlighting its 
potential for large sporting events like the World Cup.

COOL GADGETS WE COULDN’T IGNORE!

NIMB SMART SAFETY RING 
A ring with a discreet in-built panic button that sends emergency 
alerts to first responders and emergency contacts.

ZTE ROBOT BAND 
Most of us probably think of robots as useful for industrial work and 
butler-like assistants, but why not let them entertain us?

VOIXATCH SMARTWATCH + EARSET 
An Android-based smartwatch with a unique ring-shaped bluetooth 
earpiece that integrates neatly to the watch as a bezel.

LAVVIEBOT AUTOMATIC LITTER BOX 
The cat owner’s dream: automatic cleaning and refilling, litter and 
waste monitoring notifications when kitty uses the litter box. 

SANDISK 1TB MICROSD CARD 
Not really a gadget, or something most people would consider cool. 
But seriously, ONE TERABYTE OF STORAGE ON YOUR PHONE!
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And there’s still so much more to talk about…

Star is a global consultancy. We liberate better versions of ideas, companies and people. 

We integrate strategy, design, engineering and marketing to define bold endgames, translate 
them into products and solutions, and handhold the process all the way to market success. 

Let’s talk - the conversation is just getting started.  

www.star.global 

hello@star.global

http://www.star.global
mailto:hello@star.global

